CASTRO:  PROFILE IN POWER BY SEBASTIAN BALFOUR

STUDY GUIDE
Preface to the 1st edition

1.  What does Balfour say about the difficulties involved in writing about Castro?  When did he write this preface?

2.  How is this book not a biography?  What is Balfour’s purpose in writing the book?

3.  What does Balfour say about his sources of information?

Preface to the 2nd edition - 1994

1.  Why did Balfour update his book?  

Introduction

1.  What is so amazing about Castro’s place in history and in the world?

2.  According to Balfour, why should we not be surprised by Castro’s longevity?

Chapter 1 – “Pictures of the Past, Visions of the Future”

1.  List the two Cuban historical events that would dominate university discussion in Casto’s student years of the 1940s?

2.  Read page 6 and then write down the three things that seem to be most important for Cuban history.

3.  Fully explain the statement that “Cuba was born in the shadow of the eagle.”

4.  How – and give specific examples – did the U.S. recolonize Cuba in the first half of the 20th century?

5.  To regain economic independence, what two things would Cubans have to do?

6.  Why is Jose Marti discussed in connection with Castro?  Read pages 8-12 before you answer.  This answer should be fairly long.

7.  Explain cubanidad.  What did the student rebels of the 40s think had happened to this idea and why?

8.  How was the role of the Catholic Church in Cuba different than in other Latin American countries?

9.  Why had many Cubans become so cynical about politics?  Who was Machado?

10.  What factors lead to the increasing power of  Fulgencio Batista in the 1930s? What were the negatives and positives of Batista’s 1930s rule?  Why did young Cubans still feel that their revolution had been betrayed?  What do they see as their mission?

CHAPTER 2, “THE REBEL”

1.  In what ways was Castro somewhat of a misfit growing up?

2.  What does Balfour say about Batista’s 1940s government?

3.  Why does Batista leave power in 1944, who succeeds him, and what is that government like?

4.  Why was the university student movement so powerful in the 40s and why did  Castro later say that his university years were among the most dangerous of his life?

5.  Who were the Ortodoxos and who was Eddie Chibas?  How did Castro differ from Chibas?

6.  What does the term “extra-parliamentary” mean?  What events lead Castro to favor this approach?  What else does he conclude from his experience in Bogota?

7.  How did Castro’s practice of law affect him?  

8. What happens to Eddie Chibas?  What does Balfour say Castro learned from Chibas?


9. What happens when Castro runs for Congress?

10.  How does Balfour sum up the influences on Castro by this time?  What does Balfour say about Castro and Marxism?

CHAPTER 3, “RISE TO POWER”

1.  What actions did Batista take to paint his 1952 coup in a positive light?

2.  How does Castro think Batista should be opposed?  Why is his plan to attack the Moncada barracks  not as “foolhardy” as it might seem?  In what ways was the plan weak?

3.  Why did the attack on the Moncada barracks fail?  Why wasn’t Castro executed for this action?


4.  What does Balfour say about the question of whether Castro was a Marxist at this point?

5.  What will this attempt come to be called?


6.  How does Castro turn his trial to his favor and what does he say?  Why does Balfour say the “history will absolve me” speech is not orthodox Marxism?

7.  When, and why, does Castro get out of prison and why does he go to Mexico?  How does he use this time in Mexico?

8.  Who is Che Guevara?

9.  What happened to Castro’s invasion?   Why does legend say there were only 12 survivors?

10. What role did the peasants of the Sierra Maestra play in Castro’s movement?  (pages 48-49)

12. How does the strategy to defeat Batista change over the next two years?  Note there were other

groups also trying to defeat Batista.  What happens to them and how does this affect Castro’s effort?

13. How does Castro make use of public relations and the media? (Note a new name here – Celia Sanchez.)

14. What is the dissension within the 26th July movement?  What discredited the llano organizers?

15. What is Balfour’s assessment of the idea that Castro had his program completely planned out from

the beginning?


16.  How were Raul Castro and Che Guevara influential at this stage of Castro’s rise to power?


17.  What was the Caracas Pact and why is Castro careful not to mention any radical ideas for reform?

18.  Read pages 57-61 carefully, then list (with notes)  why the Batista regime fell.

CHAPTER 4, “DEFYING THE EAGLE”

1.  Who is the eagle?

2.  What were Castro’s goals when he came to power?

3.  What were the obstacles Castro faced in achieving those goals?

4.  Why had Castro named Urrutia President?  How much power did he actually have and how long did he keep it?

5.  Why was the Catholic Church in Cuba becoming increasingly critical of Castro?

6.  What does Balfour say about the inevitability of a clash between Cuba and the US?  What events

or actions increase suspicions on both sides?

7.  Balfour discusses the Bay of Pigs invasion on pages 70-71.  We will study this in more detail later in

the year.  For right now, be able to explain the effects of the invasion on Castro’s leadership.

8.  Why and how does Castro begin to establish strong ties with the USSR?

9.  Why do the Soviets put missiles in Cuba according to Balfour?   (Another event we will study in

great depth later in the year.)

10. What role did Castro play in the missile crisis and how did he feel about the way it was settled?

11.  How does Balfour explain Castro’s increasing reliance on the USSR?  To what degree did Castro

want to use the Soviet Union as a model for Cuba?

12.  Summarize the last two paragraphs of the chapter.

CHAPTER 5, “THE GRAND ILLUSION”

1.  What, basically, was the Grand Illusion?

2.  What techniques did Castro use in speaking to the Cuban people?

3.  What is the New Man concept?  What does Balfour mean when he says, “The new ideology, therefore, made a virtue out of necessity”?  

4.  What major social problems did Castro tackle in the early years?  

5.  Why did Che believe Cuba could skip stages of socialist development?  What went right and why

and why was this not sustainable?

6.  Why was Cuba not able to benefit from trade with the COMECON countries?  

7.  How does Castro choose to address the economic slump of 1963?

8.  Summarize what Balfour says about Che’s leaving Cuba.

9.  How did Castro feel about the new Soviet policy of peaceful coexistence?  What dilemma faced

Castro about his relationship with the Soviets?  Why does he begin “baiting the bear”?

10. At this stage of the game, what are Castro’s ideas about guerrilla warfare in Latin America?

What actions does he take to implement these ideas, and how do the Soviets react?  What does

Castro then do and say?

11. Why, in 1968, does Castro crack down on small farmers and traders?  What other groups begin

to come under fire?

12.  What comments does Balfour make about Castro’s ideas on Revolutionary art and education?

13.  How does Balfour assess Castro’s position by 1968?  (bottom, page 93-94)  What does this

force Castro to do?

14.  What seems contradictory about Castro’s support for the USSR at the time of the 1968

Czechoslovakian crisis?  In his speech, what demands of the USSR does Castro make?  What

does Balfour mean by saying Castro distrusted the Prague Spring?

15.  What were the purposes of the Year of the Decisive Endeavor?  Why did the effort fail?

16.  Why does Castro make a speech critical of the leadership of the country?  Why was the

speech historically significant for the Cuban Revolution?

17.  What were the signs of trouble about the direction the Revolution was taking?

18.  Summarize Balfour’s conclusion about the state of Cuba by the end of the 1960s.

CHAPTER 6, “THE REVOLUTIONARY GODFATHER”

This chapter has economic detail we don’t need to know – just skim the chapter and

get the main ideas.  Do answer these specific questions.

1.  How does the direction of Cuban policy change in the first half of the 1970s and why?

2.  Why did the Soviet Union want to “bring Cuba more into the fold”? And yet, to what

degree does Balfour credit the USSR for this Sovietization of Cuba?

3.  How does Castro change his view of labor during these years?  What was the CTC?

4.  Basically, how and why does Castro change the structure of the government?

5.  Read and summarize the last two paragraphs of the chapter.

CHAPTER 7, “THE WORLD STATESMAN”

1.  Why is Castro getting so much attention on the international stage by the late 1970s?

2.  What is the meaning of Balfour’s phrase that Cuba was “David to the American Goliath”?

3.  Why was making up with the USSR good for Cuba diplomatically?


4.  How did the political reorganization in Cuba help Castro to become a world figure?

5.  How did Castro explain Cuba’s interest and role in foreign affairs? (quote on p. 121)

What is Balfour’s comment on that?

6.  What does Balfour mean when he says Castro’s international venture was “a diplomatic circus to

compensate for the lack of bread”?

7.  What were Castro’s three foreign policy objectives in the 1970s?

8.  How did events in Chile affect Castro’s belief that the “road to socialism” could not be based

only on peaceful means?

9.  Go to page 127 and start reading with these lines – “If the island were to realize its economic

potential…”.  Why does Castro try to improve relations with the US?  Why does the US still see

Castro as a problem?  Why, after some success, does the attempt at rapprochement break down?

10. What did Castro gain – internationally and domestically -  by intervening in Angola?

11.  How were Castro’s reasons for involvement in Ethiopia and Somalia different than his venture

in Angola?

12.  How was Castro’s position among non-aligned nations affected by his support of Soviet

action in Afghanistan?

13.  What position did the Carter administration take on rapprochement with Cuba?

14.  What happened between Cuba and the US during the Reagan administration?

15.  How does Balfour explain the reasons for and Castro’s reaction to the Mariel boatlift episode?

16.  Besides advocating cancellation of Third World debt, what does Castro have to say about

the role of the Catholic Church in Latin America?

CHAPTER 8, “STRAIGHTENING THE RUDDER”

 
1.  What was the economic condition of Cuba by the mid-1980s?

2.  What were Castro’s goals in the Rectification Campaign?

CHAPTER 9, “SOCIALISM OR DEATH”

1.  How did the fall of the Soviet Union and other communist regimes affect the economy of Cuba?

2.  What type of measures did Castro take to help the Cuban economy and how effective were they?

3.  Read and summarize the last paragraph of the chapter on page 172.

CHAPTER 10, “SITTING ON THE SEAWALL”

This chapter analyzes the nature of Castro’s revolution.  Explain the importance of each of these

Factors to Castro’s revolution and rule;



Nationalism


Socialism


Political Authoritarianism


Castro’s charisma and personality

We will definitely discuss the book in class, examine pertinent documents, and then you will be writing an essay based on your

reading and our discussion.  Castro is a major topic in the IB

history curriculum.

